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did not tend to cure me of the severe cramps that
tormented me and compelled me to go out at all
hours of the day and night, plunging me every time
in snow up to my knees and sometimes almost up to
my waist, especially when we had first begun our
encampment in any one place. These severe attacks
lasted about eight or ten days, and were accompanied
by a pain in the stomach, and a weakness in the heart,
which spread through my whole body. I recovered
from this sickness, but not entirely, for I was [200]
only dragging myself around at mid-Lent, when I was
again seized with this disease. I tell the following
in order to show how little help may be expected
from the Savages when a person is sick. Being very
thirsty one day, I asked for a little water; they said
there was none, and that they would give me some
melted snow if I wanted it. As this drink was bad
for my disease, I made my host understand that I
had seen a lake not far from there, and that I would
like very much to have some of that water. He pre-
tended not to hear, because the road was somewhat
bad; and it happened thus not only this time, but at
any place where the river or brook was a little distance
from our cabin. We had to drink this snow melted
in a kettle whose copper was less thick than the dirt;
if any one wishes to know how bitter this drink is, let
him take some from a kettle just out of the smoke and
taste it.

As to the food, they divide with a sick man just as
with the others; if they have fresh meat they give
him his share, if he wants it, but if he does not eat it
[201] then, no one will take the trouble to keep a lit-
tle piece for him to eat when he wants it; they will
give him some of what they happen to have at the



